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Des she allow? Wliich does she prevent? In 
in Mena’s endless reflections, we need not 
ither we must recognize the void’s creative 
n Allen states, “the position of power for a 
The work of women of color arises out 
multitude of voices, a complex of modes, 
n are quite aware of their connection to the 
tman wisdom” (304-5). This “dark grand- 
,m” is a central image for studying Mena’s 
is signified through gender, the creativity 
ihing their aims, the increasing empower- 
work, and her own life as a writer. As she 
nee, she “bewitches” them in her own way, 
co, through romance, and through magical 
teal realism to portray Mexican culture and 
he dominant culture as just another mythol- 


The Gold Vanity Set 


When Petra was too big to be carried on her mother s back she 
was put on "the"ground, and soon taught herself to walk. In time she 
learned to fetef water from the public fountain and to grind the 
boiled com for the tortillas which her mother made every day, and 
later to carry her father his dinner—a task which required grea 
SfeKfor her father was a donkey-driver and one never 
Lnew at what comer he might be lolling in the shade while^war ¬ 
ing a whistle from someone who might require a service of hi 

lind Ste grewfcll and slender, as strong as wire, with a small head 
and extremely delicate features, and her skin was the color of new 
leather. Her eyes were wonderful, even in a land of wonderful eyes 
jZ were large and mysterious, heavily shaded with lashes which 
had^a trick of quivering nervously, half lowered in an evasive 
fixed, sidelong look when anyone spoke to her. The mses 
amber-colored, but always looked darker. Her voice was like a 
ghost, distant, dying away at the ends of sentences as ,fin ^ ar ’ ye ^ 
with all its tenderness holding a hint of barbaric roughness. 1 he 
dissimulation lurkingjn that low voice and those melting eyes was 
characteristic ofaraco among whom the frankness of the Spam at ... 
is criticized as unpolished. . , p „ 

At the age of fourteen Petra married, and married well. Her 
bridegroom was no barefooted donkey-driver in white trousersnnd. 
shirt with riata coiled over his shoulder. No, indeed,, Manue o ] 
wore shoes—dazzling yellow shoes which creaked—and colored 
clothes and he had a profession, most adorable of professions, 
playing the miniature guitar made by the Mexican Indians, and 
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